
GALVANIZEDIPSWICH.COM.AU

4–13 SEPTEMBER

http://galvanizedipswich.com.au


WELCOME
Join us from Friday 4 to Sunday  
13 September for Galvanized – A Festival 
of Heritage. This year’s festival explores 
the many meanings of home, celebrating 
the connections to country, ancestry and 
early settlement, as well as the houses, 
neighbourhoods, places and memories that  
shape our shared identity.

The 2026 program presents a mix of returning  
favourites and exciting new experiences.

Discover the ever-popular Great Places of Ipswich, 
offering rare access to some of our city’s most 
significant heritage sites. Step back in time at 
History Alive; experience Storyline Art and Yarning; 
and gather at the vibrant feature hub at Queens 
Park Pavilion.

From hands-on activities, open days and guided 
tours to immersive storytelling, there is something 
for every curious mind and heritage enthusiast.

Whether you’re reconnecting with your roots, 
exploring iconic landmarks, or creating new 
memories with family and friends, Galvanized invites 
you to reflect on what home means to you and 
celebrate Ipswich’s rich and enduring heritage.

Mayor Teresa Harding 
City of Ipswich

ABOUT THE 
FESTIVAL
Returning for its sixth year in 
2026, Galvanized – A Festival 
of Heritage is 10 days of 
curated experiences allowing 
visitors to immerse themselves 
in history, culture and 
celebration. From its diverse 
architecture and industrial 
landmarks to traditions from 
a bygone era, this citywide 
festival transforms Ipswich’s 
historic sites and hidden 
gems into living time capsules.

Galvanized respectfully 
acknowledges the Traditional 
owners, the Jagera, Yuggera  
and Ugarapul People of the 
Yugara/Yagara Language Group, 
as custodians of the land and 
waters we share. We pay our 
respects to their Elders past  
and present, as the keepers of  
the traditions, customs, cultures  
and stories of proud peoples.

Event information is correct at time of printing.

Mayor Teresa Harding 
City of Ipswich



12 Sep | 10.00 am – 2.00 pm 

$5 per person per property 
Ticketed event – bookings essential

Two heritage-listed homes will be open 
especially for this event:

	� The Chestnuts: Originally home to 
Mary Darnley Morrison's renowned 
finishing school, this three-storey 
home features verandahs with 
cast iron balustrading and cedar 
interiors and an attic space that 
hints at its layered past.

	� Rhossilli: This elegant residence 
has witnessed more than 
a century of local stories. 
From prominent families and 
civic leaders to its years as a 
convalescent home, nursing 
home and hostel, Rhossilli 
has continually evolved while 
retaining its remarkable character.

Presented by Ipswich Festivals

Rhossilli

The Chestnuts

GREAT PLACES OF IPSWICH
Uncover some of the city’s most treasured heritage landmarks, 

with rare access to places not usually open to the public.

GREAT PLACES OF IPSWICH BUS TOURS  
12 Sep

Ipswich | Ticketed event – bookings essential 
Adult: $85 | Concession: $80 | Children: $75

Visit the Great Places of Ipswich by Bus Tour. The bus tour 
includes access to each venue and a Devonshire tea and lunch.

Presented by Discover Ipswich



FOR THE FULL PROGRAM AND BOOKINGS

QUEENS PARK HUB
Explore a free program of workshops, panel discussions,  
talks and displays celebrating heritage homes, gardens  

and local history.

QUEENS PARK PAVILION  
12–13 Sep | 10.00 am – 4.00 pm 

Corner Merle Finimore and Goleby avenues, Ipswich

Are you restoring a Queenslander, seeking design inspiration or simply curious 
about Ipswich's rich past? 

SATURDAY PROGRAM 

	� Expert tips for styling heritage homes

	� Create heritage-inspired gardens with 
Jonathan Gregory from Bombax Design

	� Timber restoration techniques  
with Steve Wilson from the  
Preservation Station

	� Heritage property renovating and 
designing with David James of  
Thirdson Construction

	� Learn about Ipswich's character homes 
with City Architect Mark Tendys

	� Decorate with antiques with  
Athol Birnie from The Black Museum.

SUNDAY PROGRAM 

	� Chasing our Past – Melanie Rush 
explores historic views of Ipswich  
from Limestone Hill and reveals how 
these iconic images helped shape the 
city's identity

	� Hands on History: A QM Pop Up –  
touch and connect with fascinating 
objects and artefacts from  
Queensland Museum.

	� The House Detective – uncover stories 
behind historic homes with Marianne 
Taylor and learn how to research  
your house.

Presented by Ipswich Festivals
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QUEENS PARK GUIDED  
WALKING TOURS  
12 Sep | 10.30 am and 12.30 pm

Departs from Queens Park Pavilion 
$5 per person | Bookings essential

Step into more than 160 years of Ipswich history 
on a guided theatrical journey through Queens 
Park. Led by performers from Ipswich Little 
Theatre, these engaging tours bring the park’s 
stories and personalities vividly to life.

Presented by Ipswich Festivals  
and Ipswich Little Theatre

PICNIC IN THE PARK 
13 Sep | 11.00 am – 2.00 pm

Goleby Avenue, Queens Park

Pack a picnic and settle in for a relaxed 
Sunday garden party with live big band  
music in the beautiful surrounds of the  
Bush and Glass Houses. 

Presented by Ipswich Festivals

DISCOVER MORE 
Across the weekend, the Glass House, Bush 
House, Ipswich Croquet Club, Ipswich Bowls 
Club and Ipswich Little Theatre will open 
their doors for special public access.

http://galvanizedipswich.com.au


FOR MORE INFORMATION AND BOOKINGSFOR THE FULL PROGRAM AND BOOKINGS

Country 
Towns  
Drive  
Trail 

A WEEKEND IN THE COUNTRY
This Galvanized, step beyond the city and into a slower rhythm. 

THE MARBURG MEANDER  
5 Sep | 9.00 am – 2.00 pm 

Intersection of Edmond and Queen streets, 
Marburg | FREE

A 1940s day celebrating the community spirit 
and camaraderie that helped shape country 
Queensland during the Second World War.

Inspired by the social gatherings that raised 
money for the Australian Comforts Fund, this 
event brings Marburg’s rich heritage to life:

	� wandering between historic venues

	� enjoying live music and storytelling

	� taking part in dance lessons

	� indulging in tasty food.

Dress in 1940s-inspired outfits to help bring 
the era to life.

Presented by Community Cake
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ROSEWOOD 
RAMBLE 
5 Sep | 1.00 pm – 5.00 pm

The Hut,  
79 Matthew Street, 
Rosewood 
FREE

Experience a garden party 
featuring demonstrations, 
stalls, crafts, music, 
activities and shared 
stories of years gone by 
with local historian Dr 
Toni Risson. Follow the 
Rosewood Ramble trail  
to discover the town’s 
history, heritage and 
treasured places.

Presented by Rosewood’s 
History Group and 
Community Garden

Take the scenic route and discover charming villages, rolling hills and 
unexpected delights that prove the journey really is half the fun. Follow 
the self-guided Country Towns Drive Trail, exclusively on the Ipswich Trails 
app. Because the best surprises are often found off the beaten track.

Scan to explore 
the trail on your 
phone's browser.

http://galvanizedipswich.com.au
http://galvanizedipswich.com.au
https://www.discoveripswich.com.au/ipswich-trails-app/


FOR THE FULL PROGRAM AND BOOKINGS

HISTORY LOOKS GOOD ON YOU

THE LIMESTONE FROLIC 
11 Sep | 6.30 pm – 8.30 pm

Dandiiri Room, 1 Nicholas Street 
Free event | Bookings essential

Celebrate the joy of historical dance as 
you discover how music and movement 
connect us to Ipswich’s heritage. 

Enjoy lively demonstrations before 
stepping onto the dance floor to 
experience these dances yourself.

Presented by Ipswich Libraries

Costumes are 
encouraged at many 
other festival events 

– including the Marburg 
Meander and A Step 

Back in Time  –  
Trivia Night.

From elegant dances to full-scale historical re-enactments, 
Galvanized invites you to experience history not just  

as a spectator, but as a participant.

HISTORY ALIVE:  
A JOURNEY THROUGH TIME 
12 and 13 Sep | 9.00 am – 5.00 pm

Ipswich Showgrounds 
Ticketed event | Bookings essential

With authentic costumes, demonstrations 
and interactive experiences, History Alive 
brings over 2,000 years of history together 
in one unforgettable weekend. 

Encounter Roman legions, Viking warriors, 
medieval knights and 20th-century soldiers 
through immersive encampments, detailed 
displays and thrilling battle re-enactments. 

One place, two days, 2,000 years  
of history! 

Presented by Queensland Living  
History Federation
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STORYLINE ART & YARNING –  
FINDING HOME ON COUNTRY
5 and 13 Sep | 9.30 am and 2.00 pm 
Bookings essential

Nhuralama presents a culturally 
grounded workshop exploring the 
meaning of home through yarning, 
storytelling, Indigenous teas and 
creative expression. Proud Wakkaya, 
Wombaya and Waanyi woman Anne 
Leon, raised in Tulmur (Ipswich),  
shares stories from her family 
and Countries while honouring 
the Traditional Owners of Tulmur. 
Participants create artwork inspired  
by home, belonging and connection.

BACK TO LIMESTONE 
IPSWICH HISTORICAL  
SOCIETY AND ROYAL 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF 
QUEENSLAND CONFERENCE 
5 Sep | 9.00 am – 4.30 pm  
$35 per ticket

Marking the bicentenary of 
Captain Patrick Logan’s arrival 
at the Limestone Hills, the site 
that would become Limestone 
Station and eventually the 
City of Ipswich, this one-day 
conference explores Ipswich’s 
rich and layered history.

Presented by Ipswich Historical 
Society and Royal Historical 
Society of Queensland 

Discover even more ways to experience Ipswich’s heritage, 
from eerie after-dark encounters and guided tours to 
hands-on exhibitions and community led collections.

EXPERIENCE MORE

http://galvanizedipswich.com.au


FOR THE FULL PROGRAM AND BOOKINGS

ST PAUL’S QUILT  
AND CRAFT DISPLAY  
3–5 Sep | 9.00 am – 3.00 pm  
St Paul’s Anglican Church  
Ticketed

Marvel at hundreds of exquisite 
handmade quilts.

Presented by St Paul's Anglican Church 

BRICKSWICH  
4 Sep | 5.30 pm – 8.00 pm  
Ipswich Central Library 
FREE | 18+ | Bookings essential

Create, build and socialise with other 
adult LEGO fans. Recreate iconic 
Ipswich landmarks or bring memorable 
events to life – brick by brick.

Presented by Ipswich Libraries

IPSWICH LAPIDARY CLUB 
GEM SHOW  
5 Sep | 8.00 am – 3.00 pm  
Silkstone State School | Ticketed

Showcasing beautiful stones, jewellery 
and lapidary arts, explore skills passed 
down through generations and 
purchase your own piece.

Presented by Ipswich Lapidary Club

A STEP BACK IN TIME – 
TRIVIA NIGHT  
5 Sep | 5.30 pm  
Ripley Valley State Secondary College 
Ticketed | Bookings essential 

Gather your team for a lively evening 
of fascinating facts, local legends and 
historical surprises. 

Presented by Stockland Providence  
and Ripley Valley Community Inc.

IPSWICH HOSPITAL MUSEUM  
5, 6 and 9 Sep | Various times  
Cribb House | FREE

Discover the rich history of Ipswich 
Hospital, from its founding in the late 
1800s to its role in shaping medical care 
across the West Moreton region.

Presented by Ipswich Hospital Museum

IPSWICH GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY INC. OPEN DAYS 
5, 7, 10, 12 Sep | 9.30 am – 1.00 pm  
Cooneana Heritage Centre | FREE

Access specialised resources and 
expert support to research your family 
history, uncover hidden stories and 
build meaningful connections to  
your ancestors.

Presented by Ipswich Genealogical 
Society Inc.

IPSWICH CBD AND  
CEMETERY GHOST TOURS 
4 and 5 Sep | 7.30 pm – 9.00 pm  
Ipswich | Ticketed

Hear Ipswich’s real ghost stories 
gathered from archives, newspapers, 
books and local residents.

Presented by Ghost Tours Australia

MEMORIES OF BOOVAL FAIR 
4-13 Sep | 8.30 am – 5.30 pm 
Booval Fair | FREE

Explore a nostalgic display of  
fashion, retail trends and treasured 
memories, including a unique postcard 
exhibition, celebrating generations of 
community connection.

Presented by Booval Fair

EXPERIENCE 
MORE
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WHERE HISTORY RESTS 
CEMETERY TOURS  
5 Sep | 10.30 am and 3.00 pm  
Briggs Road, Ipswich  
Bookings essential

Discover one of the city’s great  
open-air museums with a walking tour  
of the Ipswich General Cemetery. 

Presented by Cemetery Historians  
Tracey Olivieri and Liam Baker

THE CONGREGATIONAL 
SUNDAY SCHOOL HALL TOUR  
5 Sep | 2.00 pm  
86 East Street, Ipswich  
FREE | Bookings essential

Tour The Congregational Sunday School 
Hall, a landmark building designed by 
George Brockwell Gill, since restored and 
now home to Ipswich Antique Centre.

Presented by Ipswich Antique Centre

SOLDIERS MEMORIAL  
HALL TOURS 
5 and 6 Sep | 10.00 am – 2.00 pm  
63 Nicholas Street, Ipswich | Ticketed

Discover more about this significant 
memorial dedicated to honouring  
the service and sacrifice of  
Ipswich soldiers.

Presented By Ipswich RSL Sub Branch Inc. 

COONEANA AFTER DARK  
11 Sep | 6.00 pm – 9.00 pm  
Cooneana Heritage Centre  
Ticketed

Explore a 19th‑century homestead by 
lamplight and hear stories of Ipswich’s 
past, with food and wine inspired by 
another era.

Presented by Ipswich Historical  
Society Inc.

POST MODERN CABARET  
12 Sep | 7.00 pm – 10.00 pm  
Studio 188 | Ticketed

A vibrant night of vintage-inspired 
performance with The Knockout Collective 
and special guests The Vintage Belles.

Presented by Ipswich Live Music

MOUNT CROSBY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY LANTERN SHOW  
12 Sep | 4.00 pm – 8.00 pm  
Mount Crosby Pumping Station  
FREE | Bookings essential 

Enjoy a lantern-lit presentation by local 
historian Col Hester, sharing stories of  
Mount Crosby as a company town and its 
place in Ipswich’s history. 

Presented by Mt Crosby Historical Society

DID  
YOU KNOW? 

Mount Crosby was 
once part of Ipswich 

before becoming 
part of Brisbane City 

Council in 2000.

http://galvanizedipswich.com.au


Galvanized is made possible  
with the help of our partners. PRESENTING 

PARTNER
MEDIA  

PARTNER

STONY CREEK BREWING

Picture Ipswich is Ipswich Libraries’ online community  
archive, preserving the region’s rich history through  
photographs, maps, films and 
personal stories. 

During the festival discover local 
heritage, collect a vintage postcard 
series, share your home’s story and test 
your knowledge through engaging online 
challenges and historical discoveries.

Presented by Ipswich Libraries

STONY CREEK BREWING 
TOUR & TASTING 
6 Sep | 11.00 am – 1.00 pm 
88 Limestone Street,  Ipswich 
$39 per person (18+) 

Discover the stories behind Ipswich's 
most unique brewery.

Join the team at Stony Creek Brewing 
for an entertaining behind-the-
scenes tour where local history, craft 
beer and great food come together.

Your experience includes:

	� guided brewery & history tour

	� learn how our beers are brewed

	� beer tasting paddle featuring 
our handcrafted beers

	� delicious Stony Creek  
Smash Burger

	� Q&A with our brewer.

Located within the heritage-listed 
Ipswich Technical College, Stony Creek 
Brewing presents the official Galvanized 
Festival beer: Federation Lager.

Raise a glass to Ipswich's past and 
present with this limited festival release.


