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Ipswich City Council respectfully acknowledges the Traditional Owners, the
Jagera, Yuggera and Ugarapul People of the Yugara/Yagara Language Group,

as custodians of the land and waters we share. We pay our respects to their
Elders past and present, as the keepers of the traditions, customs, cultures
and stories of proud peoples.

-~ WELCOME

This document has been created to help potential Galvanized stakeholders

gain a clearer understanding of the festival of heritage and the ways they
can be involved.

Participating in the festival as a community group or business can provide
valuable opportunity to raise the profile of your organisation through a
high-quality festival campaign, while contributing to the ongoing cultural
legacy of Ipswich.

WHEN IS IT? WHERE IS IT?

Friday 4 to Sunday 13 September 2026 Events are held citywide

across Ipswich.
WHO IS IT?
et THE WHY?
e program is curated by Ipswich

Festivals with the overarching To promote Ipswich as a destination,
Galvanized banner. Events are drive visitation and positively impact
primarily designed and coordinated on business and industry.

by you, the community.
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ABOUT
THE FESTIVAL

Get ready to step into the tales and
heritage that have shaped Ipswich!
Returning for its sixth year in 2026,
Galvanized - A Festival of Heritage will
once again ignite the city with 10 days
of curated experiences — allowing
visitors to immerse themselves in
history, culture and celebration. From
its diverse architecture and industrial
landmarks to traditions from a bygone
era, this citywide festival transforms
Ipswich’s historic sites and hidden
gems into living time capsules.

Join thousands of locals and visitors
for open days, twilight tours,
dazzling performances and thought-
provoking talks. Explore everything
from traditional crafts and heritage
conservation workshops to behind-
the-scenes tours of iconic heritage
places. Whether you’re a history
buff, socialite or curious explorer,
Galvanized - A Festival of Heritage
brings the past to life. This September,
experience Ipswich like never before.

GALVANIZED.COM.AU



2026 FESTIVAL THEME: HOME

Galvanized - A Festival of Heritage invites our community and visitors to explore the
stories, traditions and experiences that have shaped Ipswich into the place we
call home.

In 2026, the festival celebrates the many meanings of HOME — from country, ancestry
and early settlement to houses, neighbourhoods, buildings, memories and the
personal connections that bind us to this city.

What does HOME mean in Galvanized 2026?

® First Nations Country — events that reflect connection to Country, cultural
knowledge, identity, belonging and stories shared by Traditional Owners and
First Nations communities

= Historic homes, gardens, and built heritage — activities focused on Ipswich’s
residential and architectural history, heritage gardens, conservation practices
and significant buildings or places that hold community value

= Memory and community — experiences that explore shared rituals, clubs, local
traditions, histories and intergenerational stories that shape community identity
focussing on Queen’s Park.

Whether personal or collective, emotional or historical, visible or hidden -
HOME is a theme rich in possibility.

How will your event fit the theme?




EVENT CRITERIA

Events considered for the 2026 program will:

= connect meaningfully to the theme HOME - historically, culturally, socially,
architecturally, environmentally or personally

= offer a high-quality public experience — educational, creative, reflective

or immersive

= demonstrate respectful inclusion of First Nations perspectives,

where relevant

= contribute to a diverse and accessible festival program

= align with Ipswich City Council’s (council’s) standards for safety, planning,

and community benefit.

If you need inspiration, please chat with an Ipswich Festivals team member.

Who can apply?
Applicants can include,
but are not limited to:

" museums/heritage
organisations

" |ocal businesses

® cultural organisations
= community groups

® artists and creatives
= historical societies

= tourism operators.

What we’re looking for

Event types
encouraged include:

® heritage tours
= talks/storytelling
= workshops

= exhibitions

= demonstrations
= performances

= food or craft heritage.
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Upon submission you
are required to provide:

event name
location
proposed date

contact information
for advertising

socials/ website links

a blurb of 200 words -
which may be

edited down by
Ipswich Festivals

minimum of 3
high resolution
promotional images

description of
theme connection.



OUR PROMOTIONAL CAMPAIGN

Galvanized - A Festival of Heritage is supported by a dedicated event brand and
promoted through Ipswich Festivals’ comprehensive marketing and media plan.
Targeted toward multi-generational families, cultural and heritage tourists, and
history enthusiasts, the campaign uses an evocative and imaginative tone of voice
that resonates strongly with these key audiences.

The festival draws significant visitation from outside the region, showcasing
Ipswich’s key locations, businesses and heritage industries. It also provides
prominent exposure for out-of-region stakeholders, positioning them effectively
before local audiences.

WHAT THE FESTIVAL PROVIDES:

® inclusion in printed festival program Spring Quarterly Guide 70K + copies
distributed region wide

event listing on Festival website

festival marketing/promotion eDMs, outdoor advertising and signage, social
media posts (115K+followers), media releases and paid digital advertising.

networking with other event hosts

ticketing support, where applicable.
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KEY DATES

OOV OUUV VOoOUOUUV VOoOUOLUU

24 March 14 April 1 May

Expressions of Expressions of Assessment period
Interest open Interest close completed, successful
applicants notified

OUVUOUJU OOUVOUJU OOUVUOUU

15 May 4 August 4-13

Successful applicant Festival marketing Se ptembel‘
marketing content Festival dates
supplied
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NEEDING INSPIRATION?

CHECK OUT THE 2025 FESTIVAL PROGRAM

In 2025, Galvanized - A Festival of Heritage invited visitors to the region and the wider
community to step back in time and rediscover the stories, places, experiences and
people that shaped Ipswich.

From the lively charm of The Limestone Frolic and the nostalgic celebration of Ipswich
Grammar School’s Great Hall via Great Places of Ipswich, to the smoky flavours of
Steam Smoke and BBQ and the elegance of The Baker’s Ball, the festival brought
history to life in unforgettable ways.

Visitors explored the region’s rich past through immersive tours like Rubbidy-Dubs to
Pubs, Lost Ipswich City Walks and the Galvanized Heritage Bus Tour.

Unique experiences such as Historical Hot Air Balloon Flights and behind-the-scenes
access to the Soldiers Memorial Hall offered rare glimpses into Ipswich’s
layered heritage.

The festival also welcomed guests to explore Ipswich’s living heritage through events
like Cooneana After Dark and Rosewood State School’s 150-Year Celebration.

Hands-on workshops, including Blacksmithing Heritage and Savage Custom Creative’s
Knife Workshop, gave participants a chance to connect with traditional crafts
and skills.

For those drawn to the mysterious side of history, the Haunted Ipswich CBD Ghost
Tour and Cemetery Ghost Tours added a spine-tingling twist to the program.




We’re thrilled to have you interested
in Galvanized - A Festival of Heritage.
Our team is here to support you as
you refine and develop your event,
so please feel free to reach out if you
need any assistance.

We look forward to working with you
to showcase the very best heritage
experiences Ipswich has to offer.

To help strengthen your event proposal,
please consider the following:

= clearly outline the event’s heritage
connection

= highlight what makes your event
unique or distinctive

= provide realistic capacity and
attendance estimates

® think about accessibility, inclusivity,
and audience appeal.

Submit your EOI here: App.smartsheet.
com/b/form/019c4af83c6a7798b4143
bba29318ffé

CONTACT US

IPSWICH FESTIVALS

Event Producer
Richelle McClymont
Richelle.mcclymont@ipswich.qgld.gov.au

Ipswichfestivals.com.au/galvanized


https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/019c4af83c6a7798b4143bba29318ff6
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/019c4af83c6a7798b4143bba29318ff6
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/019c4af83c6a7798b4143bba29318ff6

GALVANIZED

A FESTIVAL or HERITAGE

4-13 SEPTEMBER 2026

IPSWICH
ﬂ FESTIVALS



